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Elevate the Fan Experience: We are committed to providing an unforgettable experience for our 
fans. Your sponsorship will contribute to enhancing our game-day entertainment, from thrilling 
contests to engaging promotions.
Community Outreach: We take pride in our role as community ambassadors. Together, we can 
engage in impactful community initiatives, from youth baseball programs to charitable events that 
make a real difference.
Brand Exposure: Your brand will be prominently featured across various platforms, including our 
stadium, uniforms, social media, and more based on the level of sponsorship you choose. This 
exposure will allow you to reach a diverse and engaged audience not only in the grandstands but on 
the various live streaming platforms such as ESPN+ and others..
Networking Opportunities: We value the relationships we build with our partners. Your association 
with the Rafters opens doors to networking opportunities with fellow sponsors and influential 
community members.
Championship Aspirations: We are dedicated to pursuing excellence on the field and aim to bring a 
championship back to Wisconsin Rapids. Your support will be instrumental in helping us achieve 
this goal.

 Dear Prospective Sponsor,

 I hope this letter and sponsorship package finds you in great spirits. It is with 
        great enthusiasm and optimism that I write to you today on behalf of the Wisconsin 
Rapids Rafters Baseball Team, our owners, and our dedicated front office staff. We are 
excited to extend this invitation to you to join us as a valued partner for the upcoming 2024 
season.

At the heart of our community, baseball has long been more than just a sport; it's a tradition, 
a source of pride, and a symbol of togetherness. The Wisconsin Rapids Rafters have been a 
cherished part of this tradition for years, and we are gearing up for an incredible 2024 
season filled with excitement, entertainment, and opportunities for growth.

Our team has been synonymous with success, both on and off the field. We have 
consistently delivered top-notch performances that have kept our fans on the edge of their 
seats, and we've also made a significant impact in our community. We believe that our 
shared values align perfectly with the principles of your esteemed organization.

The 2024 season promises to be a landmark year for the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters, as we are 
embarking on a journey of growth and excellence. With your support, we aim to:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

We believe that this partnership can be mutually beneficial, providing a platform for your organization
to showcase its commitment to community, sports, and success. We would be honored to meet with
you in person to discuss the various sponsorship opportunities available in this package and tailor a
package that aligns with your goals and budget.
Thank you for considering this opportunity to be part of our journey. Your support would not only
impact our baseball team but also leave a lasting legacy within our vibrant community.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us at Info@RaftersBaseball.com or 715-424-5400 to arrange a
meeting or to request additional information. We look forward to the possibility of working together to
create an extraordinary 2024 season.

Sincerely,
Ken Day - General Manager

mailto:Info@RaftersBaseball.com


*Visitor economic impact estimates are based on Travel Wisconsin (state Department of Tourism) data compiled from annual research by
Tourism Economics, and Longwoods International (independent, internationally recognized tourism research companies.)



























WISCONSIN RAPIDS RAFTERS BASEBALL ORGANIZATION 

 

The history of the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters baseball team is a tale of determination, community 

support, and love for the game. The Rafters are a collegiate summer league baseball team 

based in Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, and they compete in the Northwoods League, one of the 

premier summer collegiate baseball leagues in the United States. 

 

The team was founded in 2009 by a group of local baseball enthusiasts who saw an opportunity 

to bring high-quality baseball to Wisconsin Rapids during the summer months. The Northwoods 

League provided the perfect platform for collegiate players to showcase their talents and gain 

valuable experience while entertaining local fans. 

 

The Rafters made their debut in the Northwoods League during the 2010 season. Their name, 

"Rafters," pays homage to the rich logging history of Wisconsin Rapids, which was once a major 

center for the lumber industry, and where logs were floated down the Wisconsin River on large 

rafts. 

 

In their inaugural season, the Rafters quickly established themselves as a force to be reckoned 

with in the league. They showcased talented players from colleges and universities across the 

country, drawing enthusiastic crowds to Witter Field to witness the action. The team's 

competitive spirit and engaging on-field performances endeared them to the local community, 

solidifying their position as a beloved sports franchise. 

 

Under the leadership of dedicated coaches and staff, the Rafters continued to improve and 

elevate their game each year. They consistently achieved success on the field and developed a 

reputation for nurturing young talent. The team's commitment to player development and 

sportsmanship has earned them respect not only within the Northwoods League but also in the 

broader baseball community. 

 

Off the field, the Rafters have been actively involved in various community initiatives, 

supporting local charities, and engaging with fans of all ages. They have organized youth 

baseball clinics, charity events, and have been strong advocates for promoting the game of 

baseball at the grassroots level. 

 



Over the years, the Rafters have earned several accolades and achievements. They have made 

multiple playoff appearances, contended for division titles, and hosted the Northwoods League 

All-Star Game in 2013, which further showcased Wisconsin Rapids as a baseball destination. 

As the Rafters' popularity grew, so did their fan base. The community rallied behind the team, 

attending games in large numbers, creating an electric atmosphere at Witter Field during home 

games. The stadium's ambiance, coupled with the team's success, turned Rafters games into a 

must-attend summer event for Wisconsin Rapids residents and visitors alike. 

The Wisconsin Rapids Rafters' history is an inspiring tale of perseverance and unity. Through 

their passion for baseball and dedication to their community, they have solidified their place as 

an integral part of Wisconsin Rapids' sports culture. As they continue to entertain and uplift fans 

each summer, the Rafters' legacy as a respected and beloved team in the Northwoods League is 

bound to endure for years to come. 



Wisconsin Rapids Historic Witter Field: A Journey Through Time 

Introduction 

Nestled in the heart of Wisconsin Rapids, Historic Witter Field has been a cherished landmark 

and a source of community pride for over a century. This historic baseball stadium has 

witnessed numerous milestones, transformations, and memorable moments since its inception 

in the early 20th century. In this article, we will take a journey through time, exploring the rich 

history of Witter Field from its humble beginnings to its present status as a symbol of local 

heritage. 

The Early Years: 1920s-1930s 

Witter Field was officially opened on July 16, 1920, with a grand ceremony that drew crowds 

from across the region. Named after local businessman and philanthropist W.A. Witter, who 

generously donated the land for the ballpark, Witter Field quickly became the focal point of 

entertainment and community gatherings in Wisconsin Rapids. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, Witter Field hosted not only baseball games but also a variety of 

events, including concerts, circuses, and political rallies. The wooden grandstand, capable of 

holding 2,500 spectators, was the centerpiece of the stadium during this period. It was a time 

when baseball was the undisputed king of American sports, and Witter Field was at the 

forefront of this cultural phenomenon. 

The Golden Era: 1940s-1950s 



 

The 1940s and 1950s marked a golden era for Witter Field and Wisconsin Rapids baseball. The 

Wisconsin Rapids White Sox, a minor league affiliate of the Chicago White Sox, called Witter 

Field home during this time. The team enjoyed significant success, with several future Major 

League Baseball (MLB) stars passing through its ranks. 

 

One of the most memorable moments in Witter Field's history occurred on June 30, 1952, when 

Hall of Famer Mickey Mantle played a game at the stadium as a member of the Joplin Miners. 

The game attracted thousands of fans and remains a cherished memory in the city's baseball 

lore.  



The wooden grandstand was replaced by a steel and concrete structure in 1949/50, increasing 

seating capacity to over 3,500 spectators. 

Modernization and Expansion: 1960s-1970s 

As baseball's popularity continued to grow, Witter Field underwent significant renovations in 

the 1960s and 1970s to meet the demands of a modern era. New amenities, including improved 

lighting and a modern press box, were added to enhance the fan experience. 

During this period, the Wisconsin Rapids Twins, a Class A affiliate of the Minnesota Twins, 

brought more excitement to Witter Field. The stadium became known as a breeding ground for 

future MLB talents, including Hall of Famer Jim Thome, who played for the Twins in the late 

1980s. 

A Community Hub: 1980s-1990s 

The 1980s and 1990s saw Witter Field evolve into more than just a baseball stadium. It became 

a hub for community events, hosting concerts, Fourth of July celebrations, and high school 

sports. Local baseball leagues, youth teams, and amateur tournaments also found a home at 

Witter Field, fostering a deep connection between the stadium and the people of Wisconsin 

Rapids. 



The Present and Future: 2000s-Present 

In the 21st century, Historic Witter Field has continued to be a cherished part of the Wisconsin 

Rapids community. Renovations in the early 2000s modernized the stadium further, improving 

player facilities and enhancing the fan experience. Today, the stadium boasts a capacity of over 

3,600 fans and remains home to the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters, a collegiate summer league 

baseball team. 

Witter Field is more than just a sports facility; it is a testament to the enduring love of baseball 

and community spirit. As it moves forward, the stadium remains a symbol of the rich history 

and enduring traditions that have defined Wisconsin Rapids for generations. 

Conclusion 

Historic Witter Field has stood the test of time, evolving from a humble wooden grandstand to a 

modern sports facility while retaining its deep connection to the community. It has been the 

backdrop for countless memories, from minor league games to major events that shaped the 

history of Wisconsin Rapids. As it continues to host games and events, Witter Field stands as a 

living monument to the city's past and a source of hope for its future, ensuring that generations 

to come will enjoy the magic of America's pastime in this historic setting. 





Thank you for considering the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters Baseball Team as a partner for your business. 

We truly appreciate your interest in our sponsorship package options, and we're excited about the potential 
collaboration between your brand and our beloved team.

In the dynamic world of sports marketing, it's imperative to find the right opportunities that align with your 
company's goals and values. The Wisconsin Rapids Rafters offer a unique and powerful platform to connect 
with your target audience, build brand awareness, and enhance your community presence. 

With a decades of marketing experience, I understand the importance of strategic partnerships, and I firmly 
believe that our sponsorship packages can provide your business with a range of benefits that extend far 
beyond traditional advertising channels.

As you reviewed the sponsorship opportunities outlined in this package, I encourage you to consider the 
following:
1. Brand Visibility: Our games draw thousands of passionate fans from all walks of life, giving your
brand a prominent presence on the field, in the stadium, and across various media channels.
2. Audience Engagement: Engage with our dedicated fan base through interactive promotions, social
media, and game-day activations to create memorable experiences for your customers.
3. Community Impact: Showcase your commitment to the Wisconsin Rapids community and the
surrounding regional communities that travel to experience the fun and excitement of the Wisconsin
Rapids Rafters by supporting a local team that brings people and the community together and contributes
to the region's growth and prosperity.
4. Customization: We understand that every business is unique. Our team is here to tailor a
sponsorship package that aligns perfectly with your specific marketing and community outreach goals and
budget.
5. ROI: With our proven track record, we're confident that our partnership will deliver a strong return
on investment. We'll work closely with you to measure and analyze the impact of your sponsorship.

Whether you choose to become a Home Run sponsor, a game-day sponsor, or explore one of our other 
exciting opportunities, rest assured that we are dedicated to delivering exceptional value and a seamless 
partnership experience.

I invite you to reach out to our dedicated sponsorship team to discuss the options further, ask any questions 
you may have, and explore the possibilities that lie ahead. Together, we can create a winning strategy that 
not only benefits your business but also enhances the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters' journey to success.

Thank you once again for considering the Wisconsin Rapids Rafters Baseball Team as your partner in the 
world of sports marketing. We look forward to the opportunity to work with you and to make this 
partnership a home run for your brand.

Sincerely,
Ken Day, General Manager, Wisconsin Rapids Rafters Baseball Team
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